REGILDING THE CRESCENT
Few of the makers of recent Turkish history
can have greater interest for English students of
the Near East than the venerable Kiamil Pacha,
who, like Palmerston and Gladstone, has reached
a great age, with his mental powers unimpaired.
He was many times Vizier under the ex-Sultan,
and he also had the dubious distinction of having
been the only individual who ever received him
as a guest, as Abd-ul-Hamid once drank coffee
with him after the Friday Selamlik. The keen
face of the aged Cypriote, with the white beard
and piercing eyes, is by now familiar to readers
of the illustrated papers. His strong predilection
for England and things English may in some
measure have resulted from his lifelong acquaint-
ance with the language. The actual causes of
his downfall were many. The reason alleged
at the time was his dismissal of two popular
Ministers, though it is now generally believed
that this was a mere pretext for getting rid of
him before he had time to make public the
contents of documents implicating Moukhtar
Pacha and other public men in relations with
Yildiz. It is difficult, if not impossible, to get
at the truth in these stories, and all that can be
done is to weigh the relative probability of many
versions. Another of these was to the effect that
he favoured a risky and unpopular scheme for
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